. BA-188
Bellefield

North side of Western Run
Rd. east of Cuba Rd.

Not Accessible

Circa 1820

030/ FTE3IY
Bellefield was one of the homes of Jesse Scott who operated
the tannery at Pleasant Prospect (g.v.) It was erected between
1818 and 1823, as evidenced by tax records of those years.
Scott's daughter, Rebecca, and her husband, Ur. Louis Griffith,
inherited the property ana expanded it in 1842,

The attached smokehouse is unusual tor this region,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Bellefield 1s a rubble stone house of two storeys, five bays
in length. Its principal front 1s to the South and a two bay 8tone
wing of matching or continuous form 18 added to its west end.

Flush chimneys of stone rise from each end of the earlier section and
from the west end of the west wing; the continuous roof is gabled.'

A one and one-half storey service wing, four baye in length, ex-
tends north behind the west end of the earlier section of the front.
Its interior stone chimney rises from the approximate center of its
gabled roof.

Traditionally, the north wing is considered the oldest portiom,
of this dwelling, due to its smaller scale and more primitive de-
tailing. Its south end wall is the north wall of the main house and
there 18 no architectural evidence suggesting that the north wing -
at least its southerly half - is anything but contemporaneous with
the main house. The northerly half of the north wing was added to
the southerly half, perhaps at a very early date. Only the west
wing has a datestone, high in its west gable:

R,
L. G.
1842,

The general form and detailing of the earlier section suggests a

construction date of ca. 1815-1825.

(See Continuation Sheet #1)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bellefield,

located on the north side of Western Run Road

east of Cuba Road, was the home of Jesse Scott, a Quaker shose

father, Abraham Scott II, came into Baltimore County in the mid-

ejgtennth century and purchased this land and other nearby property

to extablish a mill,

Prospect".,)

(See "Regulation", "Rosedale" and "Pleasant

Jesse Scott's 1818 taxes indicate that he owned this farm,

but it was not until the 1823 tax that he was assessed for im-

provements here.

who had married Dr.

The dwelling was inherited by a daughter, Rebecca,

Louis Griffith, and it is their combined

initials on the gable of the west wing that indicate they built

the addition in 1842,

In 1883, the property was sold by the son of Louis and

Rebecca Griffith to John Bond, and it remained in his family until

1927.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

The present owners bought the house from Iven Marty in 1961.
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Valleys Historical District
Continuation Sheet #1

Question #7 continued

The principal entrance, with its transom, is centered on the
south front, sheltered by a three-bay hipped-roof porch. Windows
are 9/6 in the first storey, 6/6 in the second, and are flanked by
louvred blinds, The north facade of the earlier portion of this
house is expressed as three bays, and the west wing as one, A
window at mid-storey height on the north facade marks the stair
landing inside. Masonry above openings is supported by large, roughly
worked stone lintels and sills are of similar stone. Detailing of
the west wing i1s nearly identical to that of the main house and its
entrance is through its easterly bay of its south front, sheltered
by a simple bracketed hood. Two similar 9/6 windows flanking the
chimney pierce the first storey of the west end, and a palr of four-
light casements flank each chimney in the gables.

Three dormer windows, about equally spaced in the southerly
roof slope, light the attic storey - two in the earlier section and
one in the west wing., Traditional mouldings of the simple wood
cornice return against the stone at each end and the flat barge
boards are against the masonry of the gables, all in original form.
The roof 18 covered with standing-seam tin over wood shingles,

The southerly half of the north wing 18 the original kitchen;
its exterior entrances are in 1ts south bay on both sides. The
easterly roof slope extends beyond the wall, supported by the can-

tilevered ceiling joists; above 18 a single shed-roofed dormer.

(See Continuation Sheet #2)
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Valleys Historical District
Continuation Sheet #2

Question #7 continued

The northerly half of the north wing was, originally, the smoke-
house. The joint in the stone wall, and the irregularity in the roof,
indicate it as a slightly later addition. Three pierced brick vents,
each in the shape of an hourglass, ventilate the interior through the
north wall..and a photograph published in the reference cited in
Paragraph 9 shows that two similar vents were through the west wall
in voids now filled with pairs of four-light casements. A door and
a similar window (presumably originally a brick vent) are through the
east side, and it 18 the only entrance to this space,

The floor plans are typical: a center hall with the principal
staircase rising, with intermediate landings, to the unfinished third
floor; & single room flanking the hall on either side, each with a
fireplace; the original kitchen in the southerly half of the north
wing with an enclosed straight stair rising against its south wall
and a large fireplace fitted for cookling; 2 single large room in the
west wing with a small entry partitioned out of it at its south
entrance, Most interior detailing is original and unaltered: the
staircase with its slim turned newel and rectangular balusters sup-
porting the round cherry rail; the two-plane architraves with a
triple-tead at the change in planes, and a small backband; the s8ix-
raneled doors with partially-raised panels; the chair rail throushout;
the mantels with their plain engaced columneg supporting a paneled
frieze and cornice shelf in the first storey examples, and in the

second storey, an architrave surround with paneled frieze and cornice

(See Continuation Sheet #3)
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Valleys Historical District
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Question #7 continued

shelf; and the cupboards with their paneled doors beside the chimney
breast in the room south of the kitchen, indicating it to be the
original dining room.

The detailing of the west wing is simple, typical of its era,
with plain corner-block trim and in the lower storey a mantel with
plain pilasters supporting a paneled frieze; there is no fireplace
in the upper storey, from the first intermediate landing of the
principal staircase, a secondary short flight of steps rises to the
second floor in a passage leading to the west wing; the passage and
the supplementary stair were prﬁbably taken from the main west room
when the west wing was added, to provide private access.

The attic 18 unfinished; the straight-sawn rafters are half-
lapped and pegged at the ridge., The attic of the west wing 1s
plastered, perhaps as a servant's room, and it appears to have been
accessible from a staircase within the west wing, now removed,

In the unfinished cellar, which extends under the earlier
portion of the main house, the first floor log Jjoists are visible.
No joint relating to the north wing is apparent in the stone walls,

The former smoke house in the northerly half of the north wing
has a stone fireplace against the back of the kitchen fireplace.

A single small window from the upper storey of the kitchen wing looks

into the upper portion of the smoke house.

(See Continuation Sheet #U4)
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Question #7 continued

The buttressed stone walls of a former grainery stand west of
the house; the framed superstructure has disappeared but a stone-
walled shed addition to the west remains, with a plerced brick vent
in the characteristic hourglass shape through its south end wall,

North of the house are the stone walls of a former barn, with a
one storey framed stable built within them,

The stone springhouse, south of the dwelling, has a flat concrete
slab roof. Its door is through its south wall and a louvred opening

is in each other wall,
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Question #9 continued

Hopkins, G.M. Atlas of Baltimore County, Maryland. (Philadelphia, 1877).

Sidney, J.C. Map of the City and County of Baltimre, Maryland. (Baltimore,
1850) .

Clapp, Elizabeth F.,.Charlton Merrick Gillett and Romaine McI..Randall,
Maryland Gardens and Houses. (Baltimore, 1938).
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Bellefield (Tashiding)

1900 Western Run Road, Cockeysville
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BA-188

Bellefields (Tashiding)

1900 Western Run Road, Cockeysville
Jennifer K. Cosham, 12 July 2007
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